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COLLEGE DAYS OF
PRESIDENT POLK

His Career at the University of
North Carolina During the
Formative Period of
His Life.

HO now Knows or
to know anyvithing .. bout
ithe of

James or
FFranklin The

careas

personality
K. Polk
Pierce?

only thing remarkable
about them is that be-
ing <o commonplace
they shoud have climb-
‘ ed so  high.” James
Bryvee. in The American

Commonwealth, makes

e i

this statement in the chapter entitled
“WHhyv (Freat Men Are Not  (‘hosen
Presidents.” He savs further that
down to the time of Andrew Jack- |
<on. in 1828, the presidents were
statesmen, were “men of education, of
administrative ability, of  a certain
lurgeness of view and dignity of
character:” and that from Jacksen's
time to the Civil War they were sol- |
divrs or politicians such as Van Bu-
ren. Pelk, and Buchanan, who were
celected as tieure-heads for the Presi-

Brycee said recent-
the [niversity of
ani when told that
the 1 Tniversity. that the

chatr. NT.

VvIsiting

dential
[ s e
North taroling,

iolk attended

niost uninteresting biography he could |

itninl: of wonld he o life ol James
Inex Polk

It mmay be that Mr. Polk received no
education in college, and no adminis-
trative abilita in the gubsrnatorial |

« hhair of Tennessece, and no 1dea even

floor, in the southwest corner. A few
years after Polk and Moseley left the
l?.nn*ersit_v William A. Graham ocecu-
pied the same room. 1t is a :«‘t!iki.ng

coincidence to note that several vears!ing he was placed on ommittee 1
i : = Hatco O a C I ee 10

later, 1845, these three men wers in-
augurated to high seats of public ser-
vice, Polk was ¢lected President of
the United States; Graham was elected
sovernor of North Carolina; and
Moseley was elected the first Govern-
or of Florida.

]"ull_{ hoarded with Mr. Yeargan,
who lived a mile north of the Univer-
=ity campus on the present Tinney

plantation. Yeargan was the first man
to establish a grist mill in this scction
of Orange county. It is safe to ascert
that the titles of miller and inn-
Eceper ynarked him as a4 famous man
in his community. The plantation
house aund mill are torn down now,

|
!
|

girect socjety affairs,
tions, JuI}‘_ 17 he was elected on the
room <committee. July 24 he was
clected treasuyrer. At the same meet-

‘eXxamine intg the state of the library,

ete.”  August 7 he was appointed on
unt?lht&l‘ l't'!n]n‘ljltp(h, the d\lll'“'ﬁ: ot
which are not designated. Septem-
ber & he was chosen censor morum.

. This position was responsible for dis-

L order during society meetings

G . S gs. Mayrch
12, 1817, he was treasurer again, April

16 he served as secretary in the ab-
sence of the regular otficer. The
minules of this meeting, written by
Polk, are writien in a painstaking

manner. The |=tters with very few ex-
ceptions, are written separutely

distinctly. Polk usually wrote the

to aoffer sugges- '

and |

Spencerian style, without the o!d-fash- |

icned s, however. At this meeting

he was appointed a committee of one
1 to “"cheoose books in the library to the
| Value of ten dollars in order to have
{ labels put in them with James .
' Wortham’s name as doner.” April
| 23 Polk was elected corrector. The

In the University Polk was associat-
ed with a set of men who were also
cxcellent studentsg, and who took ther
places with him in after life as lead-
ers. Among some of these men ver:.:
John Motley Morchead, Governor of
North Carolina: James Turner More- |
head, member of Congres=s; Alfred AL
Slade, consul to Buenos Ayres: Ed- |
ward J. Mabwt, consul-gencral to |
Italyv; William M. Green, hbishop of

Misgissippi and chanceljor of the Uni-
versity of the South; William
H. Havwood, United States senator]
tobert M. Morrision, first president of
Davidson College (North Carolina)
Thomas B. Slade., president olumbus
Femaule Institute (Georgin): Hamilton

. Jones, Supreme Court reporter, and |

William ul

Florida.

1». Moseley, Hrst governor

Bexides the degree of A, B, Polk re-
ceived two other degrees from the
University. The master's degree, pre-

csented tor the cholce of « }l!'H!f'HSil!IL

was conierred  in 1822, four yvears
after his graduation. PPolk had en-
tered law in 1519, [le was made &

doctor of lnws in 1547, while president

of the I'nited States,

duty of this officer was to criticise de-
bates and compositions. April
was appointed with two others on a
committee (o ascertain damage done a
library book. May 8 Polk
€ed president of the society upon
resignation of Hardly . Holmes, who
had served one mesting. May 20,
181X, he was elected for
time president, holding the otfice until

he graduated.

Poik was fined several times for ir-
regularity. The nature o1 this of-
tense i1s not absolutely Kknown. The

has heen m:ade that it

suggestion

20 he !

was elect- |

the |

the second |

{ portionate development,

meant tardiness, Seven lines of ten |
teents each were imposed upon him. |
Once he was fined twenty-1i- e cents |

Such are the meager bils of intor-
Frpation available froam the U niversity
records, and from other sources wide- |

ol the meaning of statesmanship while
representing Tenness<e in the Congress
of the ['nited Staates His Iri'-;:'!”il!"llﬁ"
mav bhe absolutely uninteresting, :nn‘l'
M., Bryce's eritiecism ) be just.
Who Enows?

Sut these matters are not to be de- |
termined in this paper. The purpose
ol this paper is ta offer some addition-
@l tarts for Mr. Polk's hiography.
These facts concern his student dayvs, |
the formative period of his life.  And
b DT ot be claimed here, without
oo much assumption, that the for-
niative period of any man's life is in-
1e resting, whether the active period of

File afterwyvards is amons infanmous,

or mediocre,
Sources of complete information do

Tiod offer themselves readiivy on the !
tudent life of this man, or of any

aolher man indeed, who has long since

been dead with all of his fellow stu-

derts Some informaiion copcerning
sclhiolarship is available from the Uni- |
Versity records: some from the Dhialec-

1l Socviety records concerning

Stl:'it'l}' |

Iv scattered, relating to Polk's scho-
fustic work and “campus course’ [
he had not bheen a momber of the
Dialectic Society W could 1500 Lo
further.

O January 25, 15816, at the sug-|

gestion of [.awson L Alexander.

tor gross irregularity. He v as fined

Iwice lor ahsence. The record of
March 1%, 1517, says: “Hamilton .
Jones was fined ten cents for threat- |

ening language to James K. Polk, and
P'olk the same for replyving o Jones.”
Fovident!ly Polk was guick at retort.
Polik read mueh and over a
field while a studeut., The full lisi
books Iloaned from the library to so-
ciety members while he was in college
cannot byer foiind. A catalozue ot
hhooks belonging to the BDialecrtic

Ol

wide

4.
n0- |

ciety shows, however, that he present- |

cimbraced
theologi-

bhooks. 'J.ll\'}-_'t'
Liographical and

el =everal
historical.

5 13 e 1 (] raember—| il treaties, They are ¢izht volumes
- e o - » e “ = - b . = i
| l‘.ll‘\ WwWis A« rfl.lllt { . 1I:;1u . tt‘ B} feta L of (iibbon's lome, [.i!‘f“ﬂi‘ﬁtt'll by Polk |
|« g . setiee o lely, d Soeled) . P - = AT e . |
ship of "h: I’_‘“‘ Sesa : 30 :‘ H I}I"‘ITI he | ©nd J. Simeson  unitedly; Williams® |
'“ hich still exisis, I“,“'i b ':.l' - l 2 “t'lh I'rance: Memoirs of Darwin: Addi- |
3 s o "y u 1 T as, c [ . . ~ . - >
beginning of the Lmiversity ha Cson's lvidences; Gospel: Its Own Wit- |
its sigster, the Philanthropic, fostered Nness i
numbsrs of political leaders. Re i |
cociely records are preserved and int In the archives aof the Dialectic So-
rood condition, The pages are dingy | ciety are the second inaugural u_ddr:rssi
and brown., ‘tis true, but the hand- ' and two compositions in PolK's nwni
wriiing is legible. The original sig-| handwriting. The inaugural address |
natire of Polk, made by himsell when i is  on © Cloquence.” "The -.-nmpns:i—,‘
he joined the society in 1816, is very | tions are on “The Powers of Inven- |
distinet, Stion” and “The Admission of Forsign- |
The infAuence of the bDialectic So-! ers into Office in the United States.”
Cciety helped to shave the life of Polk | The following cexiracts are tahen at
in the formative period. There he ! random: ;
ate e @ fliciated. There | ; P o Lt
debated, wrote and b a o T ' His composition on “The Powers of |
he secured his first exeoutive training, | . . o carpy . '
5 : : ) Tl Iinvention begins: Fro analvze the |
L wnd laid the foundation for his exec- : " _ .
. p=s e human mina with a J.ocke and o
utive career, I'here h thought over: "~ ; : s b ; :
R = . . i : sssed his | examine the powers ol its minute |
problems of Jife and expressed 1S | : S e } s3e = ooy
O s = 1 — t parts fall not within the tyro's prov-
thoughtis in compuositions. Phere he | @ i ; Lol
2 ; o = - | ince, but to contemplate its rapid !
et the oratorical and debative train-g§ " : } g :
- . : RS - siride to eminence belongs eqgually to |
ing which enabled him later to win, _ 3 il bl
- - == _ ¥ i s the unlettered savage wrapped n
the title in Tennessee of the ""Na- | o - - g o AL
| = ¢ the Stump.” | Security in nature's  forest and the
] - 1 LR i L . . - -~ - . {
PENCHTINA S : | polished European whao feasts on ithe
» , Fol S ATy e y B Pl F IS h - e S E : i
Polic’'s first debate w ..1.'- H‘J-l‘.‘tal‘ .\a.il!'\ _}-'i Fdainties of his sumptuous board.™" |
20, 1816, on the question: “Would 104 qoqin: “In fine what is the occupation

aduties, Still other imformation con-
cerning Polk's private life, mighi be |
seoured form his Ietters, it those let-
tere ¢ould be produced.  But with all
« i ihis data. hardly any light would
be shed upon a very important activ-
ity in his college life  This awzivity is
iechnically known as the "I‘H.I"IHI!:?\':
conrse.” The college man will under-
sand immediately the meaning of the
1erm Those uninitiated in college |
terms, however, might consider this |
€T _-".'Ji;lr’_','*_'\, S0 it i'lliL‘.i!l be well to !

cxplain to them, in passing to the data

lable, what the “campus course”

af Vooed b

ivnlves.

The “"campus cours+«" is that side of
college lifee which is a practical hu-
man naiare study, and in which the !
aboratory consicts of many tyvpes of
nien. O the campus men meet eich |
other. stop to pass the time of day,
to exchange a joke, be jovial: men !
vather in zroups, the groups gather |
inta a united body:; a fine spirit, the
college spirit, plays in, over, and
H._!‘f.'.;::i-. them all,  Among these men

TS e practical }'!‘-"-ij‘nl ms of caolleze life,
Im:s about whichi men differ
honghts clash in friendly and honor-
denate,  And in this difference of
the veryv inner natures and the
principles of the men involved
are duaid bare. This is the “"campus
tOuIrse.
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James Knox Polk entered the Soph-
AR AU RS

and |

class of the {-hi\'t'!'.‘:if_\' af North |

Carolina in the fall of 1815, at the |
“#5e of nincteen. e graduated at the |
h-‘-_t(i of his ¢lass in 18158 At hi."\' _L':T'-'l(]-
uation Polk held the highest honors
I nmiathematics and in the classics,
and delivered the I.atin Salutatory.
Throughout hig coliege course his

scholarship surpassad that of his class-
mates.  The faculty report of the De-
cember examination of 1816 savs that

Polk and Wni. D. Moscley were the
best scholars in the Junior (Mlass. *“The
wihole class is high,” concludes the
repori. In all of his college undertak- |

T
NS,

25, 'olk was accurate, and. indeed,
birilliant. Although he was called a

“dullard president,” that term changed

to “dullard student” would not apply
1o his college days. ‘
Polk was aeccurate not only in his
s-'f-l_ml:u_:ti-- dutieg, but in his habits of |
daily routine. A witty student of that
day. who was making an argument,
said that his argument was just asg

true as the fact that Poll would arise
M the morning at the first call.

Poik roomed in the South Building
with William D. Moseley in Number
18. The room is situated on the third

i society.

be dustitiable in the eves ol the workd
and agreeable to the laws of nations
for the ['nited States to assist Spanish

America in detence of their liberty 77

Polk led the negative of this question |

and that side bore away the honors.
O April 11, 1826, ten years later

lacking thirtv-nine days, shortly after
he had entered into the diities of
first session in Congress, Mr. Polk
fored resolutions and made a speech
opposing the aititude and action to-
ward the ranam:i Mission of Piresi-
dent Adams, who had apopinled com-
missicners from the United States

of-

his |

10 |

in life in which this faculty may not
e exercised? Place mur in ne-
cessitous circumstances and his busy

mind will project schemes of reliel
which to the mere theorist who had
never heen placed in a similar situa-
tion would appear chimerical. Pres-
"ent to him the alluring prospect of
immaortality on ecarth and what a
spring is given to every action.”
I'roem the composition on “T'he Ad-
mission of Foreigners into Office in
the United State=," the following ex-
tract is given: ""So long as virtue is
the prominent feature of American

attend a congress ol Spanish Ameri- !
can siates that had virtualiy attained
their treedon. but were gtill warring |
with t(he mother country, Spain, Mr.
Polk contended with many followers
that such an action would bring the |
nation into unfriendly relations with

Spain and  establish  an unfortunate

moembers of the great National Coun-
il

Polk was permitted to withdraw
from society duties on April . The
reason for this is not stated, bt pre-
sumably it was for the sake oi his
studies. He did not attend again

until the next session, IF'rom then on
he was a constant 2tfendant and im-
mediately assumed @ prominent siand
in su.-in'-l:\‘ husiness, In thoses days ithe
societies conjointly owned the irbrary.
They were responsible, teoo, for
demeanor of students who were so-
ciety members. And whenever library
affaive needed construction, or vonduct
of members necded investigation, or
soeciety routine required service, Polk
was invariably chosen on the neces-
sary eomimittees,

precedent for the future, Just as he
had won recognition among his fel- |
low students ten vears before on the
came side of the fsame question in a
smial! debating society in North Caro-
lina. o now, stitl holding the same
thought he had worked out then, and
' perhaps the same aroument, he won
recognition and respect hefore the

inrispredenc tho Eagle of liberty

l

character from hongralble

and upright.”

the truly

Polk was endowed with a burnines
ambition, and he expressed 11 hwfor
the Dialectie Society in glowing lan-
ZUuage, He lvoked out with conb-
dence to a great career for himself,
and for his fellows Lo He must
have seen some of the future that
fate had reserved lor him and for
them. Witniess the following §4
is taken from the saume inaugural ad-
dress: “"Setze then with aviditv the
opportunities of improvement as they
pass, for ere long you may be cailed
upon to succeed those who now stand
up the representatives of the penple,
to wield by the thunder of your ejo-
juence lhﬁ: council of a great nation

and to retain by yYour prudent meas-
ures that liberty tor which our Tath-
ers bled. 1t may be a delusin phan-
tom that plays belore my imagina-
tion but my reason tells me that it is
not. For why may we not expect
talents in this seminary in propoertion
to the number o vouths which it

fosters, and with the advantagres
which have been named why may we
not expect =omethine mores than oyp-

dinary?

Buat it it wWere ViSionary, |
wonuld delight (o dwell for a moment
upon the pleasing hope

On the walls of the historie Dia
lectie Literary Society hangs an ol
painting of James Knox Polk, the
eleventh  president o ‘the  United
States, silting in projile In his hand
is a parchment roll, 4nd on th ible
before him is a4 white feathered poin
staff. The {HliFf of his I'i'\ul, s pro-

T sy
SIS At ]l

| mentality and intellectual zift [Tl
cilence, with many sLhoers, iat In
ability il not Iin eminence, he

sides over the old hall where = S0

served his

eagerly carly pportiang-
ties.
NIZeON 8. PLUMMER.
Chapel Hill, X,
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There came intao this
day a remarkabie
1 Itobeson couaty

IEET0,

slave,

Giy in honor the namz ol his father s
“CHe Marster.” Me was James B
| MecClirt, onc. A pickaninny, now
man of letters. MoGirt s o poet—
not a colored poet, for poets have
10 race, as musicians are sapd to
have no sex. Motiiry, the man, is 4
negro, neither proud nor  ashamoed
of the dact. MoGirt, the poel, 5—a
poet!

This North ¢‘arclinian was.bhora in
Robeson county., and went to Lireoys-
boro., where he studied at Bennett
college, His parents had the African
jingle in their veins, They trans-
lated it betimes into jingles of therr
Ow I, MeGiirt inherited and 1mprov-
ed. A subtle pociry of harth h< put
to use in the poetry of today, in the
form of yesterday. He developed the
tinkle of bangles into the musie ol
words. But, with rare discernment
he put his music into the form of his
Ir'dce.,

McGirt has been in a sense “lucky”
—in the sense of opportunity. He
' found friends who had both encour-
Cagement and money 1o offer  hin.
He went to Philadeiphbia, and 31
“made zZood.” e has written four
volumes of poetry, and two of short
sLories. It is rea! poetry, and they
are real stories. t*hesinutt, W he
promised much, has o suaccessor wlie
pPromises even more.

There is something uncanny about
the work of a negro poet, for the ea-
son that we have mentioned above,
that the dream of the impractical abo-
i Yitionist finds there—in the work of
a Tteal talent—an equality  bevand
L condition, Some of Motirt's poems
| strike the universial note. i'he spark

| that his parents bore, he has fanned
into a blaze,

For all that, it is remarkabls hat

will have full scope for his wings. |
If our republic like unsuspecting in-
necence has  opened the portals of |

humanity and rendered itself vulner-

world, it is a4 more lovely trait in its
character than all the splendid eqnip-

able to the poicsoned darts of a vicious |

aze of @ tyvrant's throne on tlhe
boasted energy of European legisla- |
tion.”’

F'rom his inaugural address “'On
loguence” three extracts are made.
He says: “Reflect upon the necessity |
of coltivating yvour oratorical powers.
You not only live in a country which

possesses advantages over every other
in the superior excellence of its
litical institutions and in the free-

dom of parliamentary debate, but you

po- |

L are the chosen few of yvour own com-
munity., who have the advantage of |
i Lhiberal education. Thousands Ly |
rature as good as You remain the |

the |

Polk occupied all the offices of the |

He is the only man known

| to have been clected twice to the pres.
| idential chair.

f July 11, 1R16, he was appointed
with seven others on a committee (o

| ciminence.

same rude stocks that nature foirmad
them. But you like marble
from _he quarry receive the polish of
the =killful! artist. You have th=
advantagses of the Dialeciic Society, a
hody similar in its organization
many of its rules of proceedings
our State legisiature and to the gzreat
natiopal council of our Republic.”

In the same address in regard to
s{udics he esavs: “Experience shoa s
that without study even the greitesi
natural abilities can never arrive at
1t also shows that the
fawning syveophant and
courtier for promotion, sink the
estimation of the world, and meet
that contempt which is due to their

in

taken |

|

this man should have preserved wiong

with a flattering success, a sense ol
proportion. He is still a “Tar Hedel
Negro’ personally, cay what you will
abiont his abilitivs otherwisge. Throuagh
his talk runs a sirasain of half-humoaor
ous, half-patheti reminiscenc ot
humble davs., And ths bheauty of it &l
is that he s0 evidently njoyvs e
memery.

The North has lauded MeGir! 1t
has sunz his ezenjus, bouzht s

poems, hailed him as what he 1s 1ot
—an cxponent of his race, lnteliect-
tually, he is, on the other hand, an
exception, What the North does not
seec—and what the Soutn —an aj-
preciate—is that, barring his 2ift, he
is typical of his race. Poet Mowirt s
present mission is to write vf *he
Southern negro for Northern maga-
Zines. We do naot doubt, after « ~as-
ua! interview, that he will do =g
wisely; that ke will observe =with
kindlinsss, and witn that ACCLTACY
| posgible” only to syimpathy with those
of whom hc writes, The Rav Stan-
| nard Bakers see with an alien ¢
the suriace-—Megirt, hy reason of 3

and !
1|\:

cringing |

peculiar abilities, ought to pe able 1o
| Epe dr-[—-l:_ _\ﬂlf W& SRR thul ne
“nunderstands.”
PROGRESS.

Knicker—Now we hive children
taughi how to playv. .

Bocker—Fine; next we Shail have
animal trainers to show lambs Bow 19
gambaol,
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